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Cloud Computing Service Layers

Description

Services – Complete business services such as 
PayPal, OpenID, OAuth, Google Maps, Alexa

Services

Application
Focused 

Infrastructure
Focused

Application – Cloud based software that eliminates 
the need for local installation such as Google Apps, 
Microsoft Online

Storage – Data storage or cloud based  NAS such as 
CTERA, iDisk, CloudNAS

Development – Software development platforms used 
to build custom cloud based applications (PAAS & 
SAAS) such as SalesForce

Platform – Cloud based platforms, typically 
provided using virtualization, such as Amazon EC2, 
Sun Grid

Hosting – Physical data centers such as those run 
by IBM, HP, NaviSite, etc.

https://www.google.ie/trends/explore?q=%2Fm%2F02y_9m3



Cloud Models

27

• IaaS delivers computer infrastructure, typically a platform virtualization 
environment, as a service. Rather than purchasing servers, software, data center 
space or network equipment, clients instead buy those resources as a fully 
outsourced service. 

• PaaS deliver a computing platform where the developers can develop their own 
applications.

• SaaS is a model of software deployment where the software applications are 
provided to the customers as a service.
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